
Th. DIf,rv6s s.rt dnpns€d
that t'e€ksd wl|eq dl. 6aDge
htrbL c!r'r ei(l theb slr'atge
namsi mared irdo Danvilt€
itrom th.xlFhrnrt the .astatr
hau od ih€ Dation. 'IlE *c,p l

Harsgcr made it fourlD-r-
row at \|lR j. tne Spring of
1959, trailed ty Dor Sessl.r
ard Fred W'ndridge. No ,u-
firmD rac6 vas held rlue to the
ilbess of Promoter Kemm, lnd
his eventual relir€ment ftom

AJter a latofl ol ole yea!,
qansgen's c:reatest day at \tIR
-and the o.e that has f,ilh'
slood rll assadls since+ame
on Atril 30, 1061, when le s€l
both class aDd tra.k lecordr by
*lirli4 arcund th€ euse i!
tvo minutes ard 13 secords fo.
s speed ol 84.118 nph, IIe was
diivins i tiry but lowerful c'

Tho follosirg yelr h. bowed
ou at VIR h a sneU€! "scot
ea'-r D.hodifi€d Coop€r Mre
€rati-ard tNned in on. lep al
83.870 rnph. tt was rn.th.r
nark thrt the "old rhasler"
lefi for the "younger gele -

MeanEh.re. r! .rr isd pasi- IJP was a lerrolrs cnnlcnd.f

"a i"a vi{ t'ia rer"t"a ;r4rn F\.qvft'n{ leadua b atrd
fmth! smfls car lacins bad rn.r-d,bg. rtre indranapot.s 500
i;'b€d,iJ'ri;;u ; d'; tir-Einia. And HanssFr.was a th@r r''
clbtinlr tnrbed o! s1o.t<.car 'n qlanorel nonors uo||l rrsl
r..iD!. snd $osds areF rt Fe'K 3l r'€ ![ans
ini-i"  ," o,i,,,r" 6,il Ai, wt'9o.0'e 3tarrer'! iag ls
pit.i.""0."". ret,pd rirst oD rwoo6ncd down at vm oa sI!-
;h" fi -r';; d itri rvasuioe. d-av..Mav I ule "old-tihers'

i", ii?,r n"ei"r gnd mc. ri- wiu b.. rmiils for lb. ewF!
;enlly otr tho \or,b carclDa gen.ratroD io_lhF8l.r rh. F.-
p""r,i- ornr oI lhP r;-nl from Jer.'"-li;;isd, 

who, d!\r'.!rlv r.- cr"-but 'n lo break !hem'

tic! wre rgarpe ls s€v€oal
thdsaDd laB one€rg€d.
Inter6t in this lirst bi,.[ trce

etrtered o! r straruie., caFoll
Shelby. a lean ard ladLy Texatr
ir bhe-aDd-{trite bibbed ov€r-
.lls who ees to d!iv. a b.srd
nw Maserati 4.5 fio*o in tm
Italv that srme q@k,

shelby !eo[ that iirlt lrce
wiih .! lverrge speed ol ?8.3
nDh d ti. iortueus couriel
Ehich p.rmitt 4..dt or ov.rl
150 mph or th. thrithtrtrYsl
yet r.quF;iTiiErs rnd ddD
shjfiibs to A d th. "d.!g.r-

ous dozen" cu.ves. IIc Fdt 6i
to profe!.ioDll fm. .s tle
"Iather" oI the .m.nt CobI.
Fo.ds end "bie boys" ol pres-
enl "stock car" r.ciD8.

h se.ord place tlat e.ek-
e.d was t slockily-built lnd
!.lelively-s ent and uDes$m"
mins walt Hantge!. He wdrld
.eve. be iecond rgai! in rny
maior r.ce !€ .rer raa .i

Within dayt llter lbtt \rI8
inauA0.l tcst, it wr8 et1lmn-
ced thtt th. P.esid.nl'! CUD
(initillly pi.se ed by Pr.ri-
d.nt Eisenlower) wa. b.itr8
hought otrt ol l€dr€m€dt lnd
would be pr.srnled t!. eiDrd
ol the uatiolal poiDts S@A
races at \rlB, oct. ,, 105?.

D u r i ! a  & a t  r . . 1 ,  t l .
' Briggs cunri4brm .D!ou-
!a." elrived. Curl:n8hr',l, th.
mi l l iona i rB  !Dor tsmrn ,  had
becr busg i,innil8 lhe Ameri-
cas CrD yac.hting cvent. How-
e!e!, his trail..! broLtghl r cou-
ple ol brilliad Fute D"Jag-
urr3, ! t€afr of n€ch.rica
h.aded by "Mr. Momo lhrh-
*li ' ..d ! coupl. ol d.ivels
-watt Ealsgen rDd charlA
wallac. (tt6 htte! . h!ir-
diesse! lron W.shitston with

Harss€n, Walace ,nrl Cnm-
prny won, trajled hy Ed Craw-
Iord ald Ducan Black.

Tne SpriDg of 1958 brought
the Sprint Rac€s to ylR-and
Harsgen s first big day on the
VtR track. Hansga eo! by
averagi4 7?,5 rnph, lncludiry
a cDDpeiitiv. laD recold ol
80.09,{ i! the f€atue, C\a*.lord,
a rurni4 hate h tne Cumi!8-
hrm-Momo stable. was secoDd l
and Lalce ievatlow, Fith hisi
fi.st Sca.ab, Fas third.

& the Altum Fertival, Oct.
4-5, 1958, it sas aI Ilr[sgla
ard r Lister Jag. He lralsed
??,1 mpir for the 30lap feabre,
his b.st b€inE ?9.3 otr Lrp No.
12. Fr€d Wirdddge of Ading-
tor, ir a Lister Corvette. l€aal
early-but it wae a! old lanil
ia. ltory when the checker€d
flag leU,

ceiv€d .€rtair remuerativ€
su brt lrom Cudirgbam 8nd
others. hEd collecled eloxgh
troDhie! (th6 o8ly recoslted
reterd eithitr the SCCA) to IiI
a lburc, U not th. llder.

Tlis lolem! p.rfectiodst prc
ocrly turDed proiessioDll shere
hie tel€Dts could b. reP.rded
with glen bils lathe. th.n

One Of Honsgcn's Mony Ch.€kcred Flogs At VIR


